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Swardeston Cricket Club in Norfolk today played host to the Vitality Club Area 

T20 Finals Day, starting with the semi-final between Radlett and Wanstead & 

Snaresbrook, which ended in a frustrating loss for Joe Ellis-Grewal and his 

team.  

A dry pitch and warm conditions meant a high score was always on the cards, 

and Radlett CC from Hertfordshire did so as they elected to bat first and scored 

161 runs from their 20 overs, with the loss of 2 wickets. In reply, Wanstead 

were restricted to just 153-8 off 20 overs, after a tense final two overs at 

Hilltops Sports Club. However, the match did not come without questions 

raised about the officiating – with spectators and the Wanstead camp noticing 

irregularities regarding the number of balls in at least two overs, and whether 

the standing umpire interfered with play unnecessarily.  

Wanstead started well in the field, with Jack Lord, Zain Shahad and Ellis-

Grewal stemming the flow of runs from the Radlett openers, Will Wright and 

Abhay Hirani. Throughout the early overs the run rate remained steady, but 

Wanstead got the breakthrough one hour into the innings, with Hirani, on 19 

runs, holing out to the deep off the bowling of Bradley Storm de Villiers. 

Nathan Smith, in at 3, could only find 9 runs before being dismissed by the 

talented youngster Navi Dwivedi. 

Having posted their 100 in the 16th over, Radlett racked up the runs quickly in 

the final overs,  Hirani and the new man at the crease Adil Zareef scoring a 

quick-fire 69, with just 4 dot-balls and 10 boundaries, attacking the bowling of 

Ellis-Grewal and the experienced Jahansher Akbar. The 18 runs from the final 

proved to be crucial for Radlett, pushing them to the very competitive total of 

161. 

After a quick innings turnaround, Wanstead came out looking positive, despite 

the high total set by Radlett. They suffered the loss of an early wicket, with the 

opener Hassan Chowdhury falling to Smith, being caught by Zareef. 16 year -

old Robin Das started well and created a 41-run partnership with Adnan Akram, 

the latter falling for 12 caught by Amar Singh, off the bowling of Randeep 

Sanghera.  

With Das now at the crease with Tom Cummins, the pair looked to attack the 

Radlett spinners, and Tom cleared the fence with just his second ball. Having 



notched 15 runs to his name off just 8 balls, he appeared to be finding his stride, 

before getting out to Singh.  

On a pitch that was beginning to slow and lacked much spin, Dwivedi came to 

the crease at 70-3, and together with Das, seemed to turn the tide of the fixture 

back in Wanstead’s favour, building a partnership of 59 runs – the teenager not 

frightened by quick, full balls, dispatching 3 sixes and 2 fours in quick 

succession. However, the partnership was broken by Zareef, with Smith taking 

an easy catch at long-on to send Dwivedi back to the dugout, ending an 

excellent contribution with both bat and ball. 

With 29 runs needed off 28 balls, the Radlett bowlers worked hard to capitalise 

on the wicket to get themselves back into the match. Das, who was on 62 runs, 

was run out, after a mix-up with skipper Joe Ellis-Grewal. With the bowling all-

rounders at the crease, Zareef and Sanghera managed to restrict the runs, with 

13 needed off the final over. The wickets of Shahzad and Lord meant that 

Wanstead fell short of their target by 8 runs.  

With members of the public at Hilltops watching the match, with supporters of 

both sides present, it was noted by some that two overs possibly only had 5 balls 

bowled in them. A spectator said ‘The [Wanstead] batsmen were asking the 

umpire about the 6th ball, but he said it was the end of the over. That happened 

twice’. In the final over of the Wanstead innings, it was seen that the standing 

umpire stopped the incoming delivery, seemingly to indicate to the bowler that 

there were not enough men inside the circle. A Wanstead fan noted ‘the bowler 

had already started his delivery. It’s not the umpire’s job to interfere with that. It 

should have been called a no-ball.’ 

In his assessment of the Wanstead innings, 1st XI captain Joe Ellis-Grewal 

praised the youngest members of his team, Robin Das and Nav Dwivedi, whom 

he described as ‘ones for the future’. ‘They really gave us a chance from 

nowhere’, Ellis-Grewal commented. ‘It’s really difficult in T20, after you’ve 

lost a couple of wickets, to come and hit the ball straight away.’  

Although there was a sense of bemusement and frustration from the Wanstead 

fans and dugout regarding possible officiating errors, Ellis-Grewal seemed 

unconcerned. ‘There were a couple of things that didn’t go our way, a couple 

that did’, he explained. ‘[Umpires] are only humans as well. You can be 

disappointed one day and happy the other’.  

Wanstead remain top of the Shepherd Neame Essex League, with their next 

fixture away at Hadleigh & Thundersleigh CC on Saturday, 10th August. 

 


